
(Doing it for our Ancestors)


ʔuuʔatumin yaqckʷiimitqin
Project Communications Narrative Report


J U S T I C E    |    H E A LT H    |    F U N D I N G



The Nuu-chah-nulth phrase "ʔuuʔatumin yaqckʷiimitqin" means 
"Doing it for our Ancestors." This project, led by the Tseshaht 
First Nation, aims to locate unmarked graves at the Alberni 
Indian Residential School (AIRS) site and connect with the 
ancestors of those who didn't return. It also provides wellness 
support to Survivors sharing their stories.



The initiative is built on four pillars: engagement, research, 
scanning, and memorialization, all focused on uncovering the 
truth about the past. While initially seen as a place of learning, 
AIRS was actually a site of trauma where children faced abuse 
and neglect, leading to significant harm and loss of life. This 
history highlights the need for education about Indigenous 
experiences to foster meaningful coexistence.



Guided by Survivors and community leaders, the project seeks 
answers and documentation of those lost at AIRS. It also 
provides counselling support for affected individuals. Ongoing 
research aims to fill gaps in historical records, and additional 
funding from the federal government is sought to deliver vital 
information to families. True reconciliation requires 
acknowledging these truths.

Project Overview

Justice

Health

Funding

Conduct independent legal 
investigations not led by the 
RCMP due to their history. 

Establish an independent body 
to investigate medical records 
related to IRS. 

Secure funding to deliver 
information about student 
deaths at AIRS to families. 

Miigwetch/Thank you for inviting us into your community through 
sharing your sacred ceremony. What an honour you have shared 
with us today.  Again MÌIGWETCH!                                                             



Shirley D. Johnson“ ”
Media Contact

Elected Chief Councillor

Washmeesh (Ken Watts)



wika̓ƛin hạsiik 

(We are not done)

The Tseshaht concept of hishuk-
ish-ts’awalk embodies the deep 
spiritual connection between 
the spiritual and physical 
worlds. Before contact, distinct 
family lines and roles like 
tutuupata and tluukwana were 
well-defined, but these began 
to diminish with the onset of 
Colonialism, disrupting 
traditional seasonal rhythms 
and the economic landscape.

The ci̓šaaʔatḥ (Tseshaht) First 
Nation has over 1,200 
registered members, with their 
ḥaaḥuułi (territory) spanning 
from the Broken Group Islands, 
through central Barkley Sound, 
both sides of Alberni Inlet, and 
into the Alberni Valley and 
central Vancouver Island.



Looking for more? Visit 50thparallelpr.com/casestudies
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